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‘OLYMPICOPOLIS’
Design Competition

Malcolm Reading Consultants

Popularly known as the ‘Olympicopolis’ design competition – this

(MRC) specialises in achieving

international search for a design team marked the first step towards realising

outstanding design for clients

the Mayor of London’s vision of a new cultural destination within the Queen

with capital projects. Expert

Elizabeth Olympic Park. The initiative is key to one of the most ambitious

in all methods of selecting

urban renewal programmes in Europe.

Carmody Groarke, Charcoalblue, Haworth

believe in the power of design

The new Culture and Education quarter will create a unique arts-education-

Ramboll UK with Rick Mather, RCR, Jun’ya

to act as an inspiration.

science-technology nexus in the capital. It aims to be a dynamic new hub

Ishigami, So-il, Max Fordham, Eckersley

– cultural or commercial,
high-profile or discreet – MRC
creates a unique search
strategy around it. We devise
original intellectual and visual
content for our project briefs in
order to engage designers and
attract the best minds.

for 21st century London which brings together outstanding organisations
with exceptional strengths in art, dance, history, craft, science, technology
and cutting edge design. Four world-class organisations – the V&A,
Sadler’s Wells, University of the Arts, London and the Smithsonian Institution
are supporting the project. This will be the first international outpost for the
revered US museum.
The competition was keenly anticipated – nearly a thousand architects,

Kishimoto, Ab Rogers, Charcoalblue, Speirs

Allies and Morrison with Buro Happold,
O’Donnell and Tuomey, Gardiner and

David Chipperfield Architects with Arup,

masterplanners, placemakers, engineers and landscape designers

Robbrecht en Daem, Harry Gugger Studio,

responded to the pre-launch publicity campaign. MRC organised the

Vogt Landscape Architects, Publica

Expression of Interest document and 174-page Tender Brief, as well as

competitions based in the

liaising with the jury and advising the client.

Associates, Alinea consulting
Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios with
Atelier Ten, Grant Associates, Expedition,
Charcoalblue, Gardiner & Theobald, 5th

UK, with a dedicated global

Studio, Coffey Architects, David Kohn,

following and an unrivalled

Over 125 international architects combined to make 43 collaborative

reputation for finding new

submissions and the shortlist of six multi-disciplinary teams was announced

talent.

at the end of 2014.

Malcolm Reading

The client’s objective was to encourage established companies to link up

Consultants Limited

with emerging practices – in this way the project would benefit both from

DRDH Architects, Hoidn Wang Partner and
Thomas Matthews
Baumschlager Eberle with 6a Architects,

the skills of experienced, seasoned practitioners and fresh, new talent. The
eleven-person jury met in March 2015, selecting the team led by Allies &
Morrison as winners.

and Theobald, Savills, Britain Thinks, Eley

Camps/Olga Felip Arquitecturia

organiser of design

ofﬁce@malcolmreading.co.uk

O’Callaghan, Steer Davies Gleave, Gardiner

Theobald, Gustafson Porter and Josep

two-stage selection process, devised the competition website, drafted the
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Brooks Architects, AKT II, Asif Khan,

+ Major and Gross.max

We are the leading independent

T +44 (0) 20 7831 2998

AECOM with Stanton Williams, Alison

Tompkins and Vogt Landscape Architects

and appointing architects, we

Whatever the commission

Shortlist

Office Kersten Geers David Van Severen,
Latz+Partner, Buro Happold, Momentum
Consulting Engineers, Charcoalblue,
Gardiner & Theobald, Polly Staple and
Chisenhale Gallery

Winner
Allies and Morrison with Buro Happold,
O’Donnell and Tuomey, Gardiner and
Theobald, Gustafson Porter and Josep
Camps/Olga Felip Arquitecturia

PROJECT VALUE: £400 Million

