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TINTAGEL CASTLE: BRIDGE DESIGN
COMPETITION WINNER ANNOUNCED

Ney & Partners and William Matthews Associates triumph with elegant proposal and poetic gap
English Heritage announced today [23.03.2016] that the team led by Ney & Partners – with
emerging UK-based architectural practice William Matthews Associates – has won the Tintagel
Castle: Bridge Design Competition.
The expert jury reached a majority decision on the winning team, which beat 136 others in
the course of the two-stage international design competition to secure the architectural and
engineering commission for the circa £4m English Heritage project in Cornwall.
The winning concept design is distinctive for its elegant, delicate profile and structural ingenuity.
The proposal is based on two cantilevers and envisages a poetic gap between the two; it will
recreate the land-link that once existed between the mainland and headland and reference the
current void, caused by erosion.
As the team explained in its winning presentation, ‘The narrow gap between the cantilevers
represents the transition between the mainland and the island, here and there, the present and the
past, the known and the unknown, reality and legend; all the things that make Tintagel so special
and fascinating.’
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The team’s inspiration for their cantilevered solution came from their study of Celtic history and the
original drawbridge arrangement of Tintagel Castle. They propose using local slate for the bridge’s
decking and contrasting weathered and non-weathered steel to create finishes which allow sunlight
to play on the structure but also give it an ephemeral quality, allowing the bridge to harmonise with
the coastal landscape.
The concept design was popular with the public following an exhibition held in Tintagel village in
December 2015.
The new bridge, twenty-eight metres higher than the current crossing, is expected to transform the
visitor experience of Tintagel Castle, improving understanding of, and access to, this historic site, one
of the most dramatic and loved in English Heritage’s care.

“

Kate Mavor, chief executive of English Heritage, said,

The winning team’s concept is daring and very exciting. It is not the final design but instead a brilliant
indication of the team’s talent and imagination. We will now work with them on a design that will both
complement the spectacular landscape and unlock for the visitor the history of the site.
In our new role as a charity, we are looking for new, imaginative ways to interpret the sites in our care
and inspire our visitors – this bridge forms part of that approach.

“

Graham Morrison, chair of the jury, said,

”

This is a strong and confident concept design with a thoughtful geometry that meets the demanding,
multi-faceted Brief. The team presented with admirable clarity – both at interview and in the written
materials. In the end, the jury was persuaded as much by the technical assurance of Ney’s proposal,
and its buildability, as its aesthetics and sensitivity to the exceptional setting.

“

Malcolm Reading, architect and competition organiser, said,

”

This competition attracted interest from nearly thirty countries and generated an impressive turn-out
of top-tier firms. We would like to thank the shortlisted teams for their dedication and commitment
and the jury for its insights and industry. The jury had to pick one winner, but each of the six finalists
performed at the highest level, and the range of proposals was inspiring.

”
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“

Laurent Ney, managing director of Ney and Partners, said,

We are absolutely delighted to win the competition. We believe the experience of visiting Tintagel
Castle is all about discovery and revelation, so it is important to us that our bridge lets the majesty of
the site do the talking, that it is not too intrusive. Just as a good art museum recognises that the art is
greater than the building so the new bridge needs to make the visitor’s reading of Tintagel – its history
and cultural power – as strong as possible.

“

William Matthews, founder of William Matthews Associates, said,

”

Tintagel Castle attracts visitors for many reasons: the dramatic landscapes and geological formations,
the Dark Ages remains, the ruined 12th century castle and the legends of King Arthur and Tristan and
Isolde. Together, they breathe an undeniable and powerful sense of life into the place – to be invited to
contribute to that is a rare privilege and honour.

”

Announced in September 2015, the shortlisted teams (below) were chosen from 137 Expressions of
Interest. The shortlist was:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dietmar Feichtinger Architectes with Terrell (France)
Marks Barfield Architects with Flint and Neill (UK)
Ney & Partners with William Matthews Associates (Belgium)
Niall McLaughlin Architects with Price and Myers (UK)
RFR and Jean-François Blassel Architecte, with EngineersHRW, and WSP (France)
WilkinsonEyre with Atelier One (UK)

Ney & Partners is a renowned bridge designer with offices in Belgium, Luxembourg and Japan. All
the firm’s projects ‘are driven by a strong relationship to context and by the poetic value of design,
engineering and architecture’. While the firm has produced nearly 100 bridge designs over the last
18 years, recent projects include two footbridges to encircle the UNESCO World Heritage site at
Smedenpoort Gate in Bruges, Albi Footbridge in France and the Dejima Footbridge in Japan (a future
UNESCO World Heritage site) and the roof of the Dutch Maritime Museum in Amsterdam.
William Matthews Associates is an emerging architectural practice based in London. Prior to
establishing the firm in 2013 William was an associate at Renzo Piano Building Workshop where he
was lead architect of the Shard.
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Attracting over 200,000 visitors annually, Tintagel Castle is one of the most spectacular historic sites
within English Heritage’s care. This scheduled ancient monument is inextricably linked to the legend
of King Arthur and has been prized throughout history for its elemental qualities and spirit of place
within this area of outstanding natural beauty.
Development of the design will now commence in advance of consent applications later in the year.
The project is expected to be completed by 2019
Ends

Ney & Partners

Ney & Partners
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NOTES TO EDITORS:
•
Tintagel Castle: Bridge Design Competition
The competition has been advertised in the Official Journal of the European Union. For full details of
the process and biographies of the jury please visit the microsite:
https://competitions.malcolmreading.co.uk/tintagel
•
Ney & Partners (Belgium)
Ney & Partners is an award-winning bridge designer with offices in Brussels, Luxembourg and Japan.
Since its foundation in 1996, the firm has developed a distinctive methodology and design culture.
As a team, Ney & Partners is not bound by preconceptions or dogma. Innovation and a willingness
to challenge traditional engineering hierarchies are key values for the team. Each individual project
is driven by a strong relationship to context and by the poetic value of design, engineering and
architecture. Over the last 18 years, the firm has produced nearly 100 bridge designs, and their
expertise in this field informs their work in other typologies. They integrate different disciplines
throughout their projects, regularly working in partnership with artists and landscape designers.
Notable projects include: the Bridge ‘De Oversteek’ and ‘De Lentloper’ in Nijmegen, (NL), Vroenhoven
Bridge in Riemst (BE) and the Second Schelde Bridge in Temse (BE). In their portfolio a wide range
of intriguing footbridges in the Netherlands: Zwolle, Amsterdam and Leiden as well as in Belgium in
Brussels, Knokke and Kortrijk. Recent projects include two footbridges to encircle the UNESCO World
Heritage site at Smedenpoort Gate in Bruges, Albi Footbridge in France and Dejima Footbridge
in Japan (a future UNESCO World Heritage site) and the roof of the Dutch Maritime Museum in
Amsterdam.
http://www.ney.be
•
William Matthews Associates (UK)
William Matthews Associates is an emerging architectural practice established in 2013. Prior to
establishing the firm William was an associate at Renzo Piano Building Workshop in Paris, where he
worked a several renowned projects including the Fondation Beyeler, Potsdamer Platz and the Art
Institute of Chicago. From 2001-2013 he led the design team for the Shard in London.
In 2014 the practice won an international design competition for the renovation of the Union of
Bulgarian Artists in Sofia. Other current projects include a footbridge linking two buildings on Great
Portland Street in London; a café pavilion in Canada Square, Canary Wharf; and a private house on
the white cliffs of Dover.
http://wma.co
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•
Tintagel Castle
Dramatically situated on a windswept Cornish headland, Tintagel Castle, is one of the most
spectacular historic sites in Britain. It is also one of the most legendary, linked with the tales of King
Arthur since the Middle Ages. The remains of the 13th-century castle, built in the 1230s and 1240s by
Richard, earl of Cornwall, brother of Henry III, stand among the remains of a much earlier Dark Age
settlement where Cornish rulers lived and traded with far off shores, importing exotic goods and
trading tin.
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/tintagel-castle
•
English Heritage
English Heritage cares for over 400 historic monuments, buildings and sites – from world famous
prehistoric sites to grand medieval castles, from Roman forts on the edges of empire to Cold War
bunkers. Through these, it brings the story of England to life for over 10 million visitors each year.
With English Heritage’s new freedom as a charity, its ability to engage with millions of people is now
greatly strengthened. A major programme of investment in its properties is under way and a priority
is to deliver inspirational projects of the highest quality that capture the public’s imagination.
English Heritage is a charity (no. 1140351) and a company (no. 07447221), registered in England.
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk
•
Malcolm Reading Consultants
London-based Malcolm Reading Consultants (MRC) is a strategic architectural consultancy which
specialises in the selection of contemporary designers. MRC believes in the power of design to create
new perceptions and act as an inspiration – either at the local level, or internationally.
Recent international and invited design competitions include those for the Art Mill, Qatar; Gallaudet
University, Washington D.C., USA; the Guggenheim Helsinki, Finland; the Queen Elizabeth Olympic
Park’s Culture & Education Quarter, UK; the Mumbai City Museum, India; the Natural History Museum,
UK; the UK Pavilion at Milan Expo 2015, Italy; New College, Oxford, UK; the Cadogan Estate, London,
UK; Marlborough College, Marlborough, UK.
https://malcolmreading.co.uk
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