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ILLUMINATED RIVER INTERNATIONAL 
DESIGN COMPETITION LAUNCHED

AMBITIOUS PUBLIC ART PROJECT WILL USE LIGHT TO TRANSFORM  
LONDON’S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE THAMES AFTER DARK

• Competition focuses on central London’s celebrated bridges between Albert and Tower.

•  Creative teams asked to submit details of proposed team and experience at the competition’s 
first stage.

•  The five or more finalists who reach the second stage will create concept designs for four bridges 
– Westminster, Waterloo, London and Chelsea – along with a design masterplan for all the bridges.

• Competition deadline 14:00 BST July 7, 2016.

The Illuminated River Foundation and the Mayor of London today [Thursday, 2 June 2016] launched 
a global search for an outstanding team of artists, designers, engineers, architects, technologists and 
other specialists to create inspirational light art on London’s bridges to reinvigorate the River Thames 
at the heart of the capital. 
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The two-stage Illuminated River International Design Competition will award the commission to 
create an elegant and charismatic light art installation of world-class quality for all of the 17 road, rail 
and pedestrian bridges between Albert and Tower (for the full list see Notes to Editors). 

The project will provide London with a new – and free – permanent attraction and is being supported 
by a broad coalition of stakeholders including the Mayor of London, the City of London, Westminster 
City Council, Transport for London, the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, and Network Rail.  
Around £20m in funds will be raised, largely from private sources, by the coordinating charity the 
Illuminated River Foundation, which is supported by the Rothschild Foundation. 

The competition is being run according to EU procurement guidelines and is independently 
organised by Malcolm Reading Consultants, whose recent work includes competitions for the 
Museum of London, the gold medal-winning UK Pavilion at Milan Expo 2015 and Tintagel Castle 
Bridge.  Full details of the project and how to enter the competition are on the dedicated 
competition website:

https://competitions.malcolmreading.co.uk/illuminatedriver

Hannah Rothschild, Chair of the Illuminated River Foundation, said:

Even by London’s standards, this project is unprecedented in boldness and imagination: the 
opportunity to influence and transform the look, identity and experience of the world’s greatest city.

We’re looking for the finest artists, architects, designers, engineers, technologists and specialists to 
work together to help realise this exciting ambition.  Collaborators can be from different disciplines 
with varying degrees of experience.

What matters is bold and innovative thinking to put the art back into London’s greatest artery.

Malcolm Reading, Competition Director, said:

No design is sought at the first stage, simply a proposal of a multi-disciplinary team and evidence of 
previous experience – competitors will need to get these in by the deadline of July 7th 2016.

“

”
“
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The (at least) five creative teams who reach the second stage of the competition will be asked to 
design a concept scheme for four specific bridges – Westminster, Waterloo, London and Chelsea – 
responding to their unique and individual characters, and an overall masterplan for the full run of 17 
bridges.  An honorarium of £15,000 will be awarded to each of the shortlisted teams following the 
selection of the winner.

The competition jury includes Lord Rothschild OM GBE, Chairman of RIT Capital Partners plc, 
Chairman of the Rothschild Foundation, philanthropist, notably in the arts, and the Rothschild family 
member responsible for Waddesdon Manor; Hannah Rothschild, Chair of the Illuminated River 
Foundation, writer, filmmaker and Chair of the National Gallery Board of Trustees; Justine Simons 
OBE, Head of Culture, City Hall; Ralph Rugoff, Director, Hayward Gallery; Professor Ricky Burdett, 
Professor of Urban Studies and Director, LSE Cities and Urban Age; and Lucy Musgrave, Director, 
Publica. Other jurors may join the process subsequently; these will be advertised on the competition 
website. The jury will be advised by the Competition Director, Malcolm Reading.  

The shortlist of finalists is expected to be announced in late summer 2016, and, following an exhibition 
of concept and masterplan designs, the winner will be announced in December 2016.

Once the competition has concluded, the winning design will be developed to RIBA Stage 4, with 
relevant permissions secured over nine to 12 months in 2017. 

Implementation of the first phase of the project (anticipated to comprise up to eight bridges between 
Westminster and Tower, but subject to change depending on planned work schedules to the bridges 
and other relevant river works) will take place in 2018. 

Implementation of the second phase comprising the remaining bridges is likely to take place during 
2019 and 2020.

Ends
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MEDIA ENQUIRIES:

Regarding the competition, please contact:  
Catherine Reading on +44 (0) 207 831 2998 or at catherine.reading@malcolmreading.co.uk

Regarding the Illuminated River Foundation please contact:  
Jane Quinn, Bolton & Quinn Ltd on +44 (0) 207 221 5000 or at  jq@boltonquinn.com

For images please contact Sarah Mattok by email at: sarah.mattok@malcolmreading.co.uk

NOTES TO EDITORS:

• The Illuminated River International Design Competition

  This two-stage competition is being run in accordance with EU procurement guidelines and 
the Public Contracts Regulations 2015. The competition has been advertised in the Official 
Journal of the European Union (OJEU).

  For full details of how to enter, please see the Search Statement available on the 
competition website at: https://competitions.malcolmreading.co.uk/illuminatedriver

•  The Illuminated River Foundation

  The Illuminated River Foundation was established in 2016 (application registered with the 
Charity Commission) to procure and oversee the Illuminated River project. The charity’s core 
project is the creation of public art through light on London’s bridges. The Foundation’s 
mission is to celebrate London’s famous river: enhancing some of the capital’s less well-used 
public spaces and improving and enlivening the atmosphere of the river on winter afternoons 
and after dark.

  The Illuminated River is anticipated to be one of the most ambitious public art initiatives in 
Europe in recent years. It will provide London with a new, free attraction focused on 17 of its 
celebrated and very individual bridges; help to sustain London’s momentum as one of the 
most creative and innovative global cities; provide the opportunity for growing London’s 
night time economy and, through the use of new technologies, support London’s move 
toward low-carbon, sustainable and green solutions.

  In parallel, the charity will work to engage the public in the initiative and the concepts 
behind it through a variety of education and engagement activities; see the Foundation’s 
website (below) for details as these are announced.

  The funds for this circa £20m project will be raised, largely from private sources, by 
the Illuminated River Foundation, backed by the Rothschild Foundation and working in 
collaboration with other stakeholders.  Following the competition and the detailed design 
stage, the funds will be granted, along with the design, to the relevant organisations which 
manage or own the bridges.
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  The 17 bridges within the scope of the project are: Albert Bridge, Chelsea Bridge, Grosvenor 
Railway Bridge, Nine Elms (planned), Vauxhall Bridge, Lambeth Bridge, Westminster Bridge, 
Hungerford Bridge and Golden Jubilee Footbridges, Waterloo Bridge, Garden Bridge 
(planned), Blackfriars Bridge, Blackfriars Railway Bridge, Millennium Footbridge, Southwark 
Bridge, Cannon Street Railway Bridge, London Bridge and Tower Bridge. 

 https:// www.illuminatedriver.london

• Malcolm Reading Consultants

  Malcolm Reading Consultants (MRC) is a strategic consultancy specialising in the selection 
of contemporary designers. MRC believes in the power of design to create new perceptions 
and act as an inspiration – either at the local level, or internationally.

  MRC is the leading specialist in design competitions in Europe.  Recent work includes  
competitions for the Museum of London, the gold medal-winning UK Pavilion at Milan Expo 
2015, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, Tintagel Castle Bridge, Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park’s Culture & Education Quarter, the Mumbai City Museum, the Natural History 
Museum and New College, Oxford.  

 https://malcolmreading.co.uk


