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CELEBRATING HOMERTON: DINING HALL 
COMPETITION SHORTLIST ANNOUNCED

Homerton College, Cambridge revealed today [11 October 2016] the five practices shortlisted for 
its emblematic £7m dining hall in an invited design competition organised by Malcolm Reading 
Consultants (MRC).

One hundred and fifty-five architects responded to the original call for the competition and from 
these 24 were selected for the long-list. The finalist practices – all UK-based – through to the 
competition’s final stage, are (in alphabetical order):

• Caruso St John Architects 
• dRMM
• Feilden Fowles
• Hall McKnight
• Walters & Cohen Architects 
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The initiative is part of the College’s wider Estates Strategy to offer students, academics and staff 
exemplary facilities. Homerton recognises that the new dining hall has the potential to determine the 
College’s character for the next two centuries. Hosting one of the largest student communities in 
Cambridge, Homerton is one of the few colleges currently able to house all of its undergraduates on-
site for all four years and benefits from an exceptionally attractive wooded site.

Deborah Griffin OBE, Homerton College Bursar, said:

We are delighted with the competition process and the diversity of the shortlist. We appreciated 
that all of the long-listed teams visited the site and showed great care and attention to detail in their 
responses. But, ultimately, the five finalists’ connection with the project shone through strongly.

David Hamilton, Director of Projects at Malcolm Reading Consultants, said: 

What made the difference between reaching the long-list and the shortlist? It came down to an 
understanding of, and empathy with, the client as an institution, a genuine focus on working in 
collaboration and an initial response that emphasised both the inspirational and the practical.

The five teams will now be given a further briefing and progress onto more detailed concept designs 
for the new 300 person dining hall and supporting facilities, including kitchen and back-office areas. 
Key design themes for the second stage of the competition will encompass land use and 
landscape, access and movement, integration of uses, infrastructure and services, and outstanding 
environmental performance. 

Working closely with Homerton, MRC developed a new model for an invited competition, combining 
the advantages of a streamlined invited contest with a wider call for fresh talent. Interested architects 
were encouraged to send a ‘declaration of interest’ when the competition launched in order to be 
considered for inclusion on the long-list, which resulted with over 150 architects applying to be on the 
24-strong long-list.

The finalists’ concept designs will be exhibited in the College during December 2016 and into the 
early New Year. The winning team is expected to be announced in late January 2017.

Construction for the 1,400 sqm project is expected to begin in the second quarter of 2018. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

Homerton College, Cambridge
Homerton is the newest and largest of the 31 Cambridge Colleges, having received its Royal Charter 
in 2010. The College’s history dates back to 1768, and it has been located in Cambridge since the 
1890s (and in Homerton, London, before that). 

The College is located in beautiful, wooded grounds just outside the busy city centre. The campus 
includes a collection of Victorian, Arts and Crafts and more modern buildings. A new 112 graduate 
accommodation building will be completed in September 2016. The spacious grounds include squash 
courts, football fields, and an orchard.

In recent years, the College has embarked on an ambitious Estates Strategy, focused on improving 
and updating its existing facilities, including rebuilding or refurbishing student accommodation. 
Unlike the majority of Cambridge colleges, Homerton is able to offer on-site accommodation for 
undergraduates for four years.
Homerton has a reputation for friendliness, approachability and inclusivity – with a mission based on 
partnership with the University to serve the needs of society. 

The College has a thriving Students Union for both undergraduates and graduates, offering many 
different sports, clubs and societies. Unique among Cambridge colleges in founding a famous football 
club, every year Homerton students play against Leyton Orient Supporters Club for the Challenge 
Trophy in celebration of the founding of the club in 1881.

http://www.homerton.cam.ac.uk
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Malcolm Reading Consultants
Malcolm Reading Consultants (MRC) is a strategic consultancy specialising in the selection of 
contemporary designers. MRC believes in the power of design to create new perceptions and act as 
an inspiration – either at the local level, or internationally.

MRC is the leading specialist in design competitions in Europe. Recent work includes competitions  
for the Illuminated River Foundation, the Royal College of Art, the Museum of London, the gold 
medal-winning UK Pavilion at Milan Expo 2015, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, Tintagel 
Castle Bridge, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park’s Culture & Education Quarter, the Mumbai City 
Museum, the Natural History Museum and New College, Oxford.

https://malcolmreading.co.uk


