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MALCOLM READING CONSULTANTS APPOINTED 
TO DRIVE INTERNATIONAL DESIGN COMPETITION 
FOR NEW MUSEUM OF APPLIED ARTS AND 
SCIENCES IN PARRAMATTA, SYDNEY

Competition to launch in December 2018

Australia’s New South Wales Minister for the Arts, Don Harwin, has announced that independent 
architectural competition organiser, Malcolm Reading Consultants, has been appointed to drive an 
open search for a design team for a landmark new museum in Parramatta, Sydney.

The competition for the new Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences (MAAS) will launch in December 
this year. United Kingdom-based Malcolm Reading Consultants will manage the two-stage competition 
with the aim of announcing the winning design team and concept design in the second half of 2019. 

https://www.malcolmreading.co.uk
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New South Wales Minister for the Arts, Don Harwin, said:

“Based at the geographic heart of Sydney, Parramatta’s new Museum must be 
a cultural icon of worldwide significance with timeless appeal. 

“This international competition is the next step in fulfilling our promise to the 
community to deliver a state-of-the-art museum that provides an innovative 
and engaging space where families, industry and educational institutions can 
discover and learn. 

“The consultants we have chosen have outstanding experience in attracting 
the best local and international entrants. We are very excited to move forward 
with the competition and look forward to seeing the breadth of designs that 
reflect the Museum’s position at the intersection of art and science.” 

Competition Director, Malcolm Reading, said:

“We are delighted to be appointed to drive the open two-stage competition. 
This is a hugely relevant initiative for New South Wales, and indeed Australia. 

“The new Museum will need to inspire new generations and communities; 
stimulate curiosity and creative expression; and make an emblematic place 
within Sydney and New South Wales with tangible economic and practical 
benefits for the local population.

“We will work closely with the Create NSW project team who are overseeing 
the development of the new Museum as well as keeping the local community 
informed on the competition’s progress through launch, shortlisting and the 
announcement of the winning team.”

The consultancy will work with the NSW Government to devise the competition materials and 
messages, liaise with stakeholders and ensure absolute independence in the competition process.

Interested architects and designers can now sign up to receive notification of launch on the 
competition website’s holding page at competitions.malcolmreading.com/maasparramatta.

An independent jury from Australia and overseas will assess the design submissions against evaluation 
criteria. There will be a public exhibition of all the second stage designs before the jury meets.

Malcolm Reading Consultants’ recent work includes competitions for the Illuminated River 
Foundation (London), Science Island (Kaunas, Lithuania), the Royal College of Art (London), the V&A 
(London), the Mumbai City Museum, New College, Oxford and Homerton College, Cambridge.

https://www.malcolmreading.co.uk
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NOTES TO EDITORS

About the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences 

Powerhouse Museum, alongside Sydney Observatory and Museums Discovery Centre, is part of  
the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences (MAAS), Australia’s contemporary museum for excellence 
and innovation in applied arts and sciences. MAAS has a vast and diverse collection of over  
500,000 objects.

maas.museum

About Malcolm Reading Consultants

Malcolm Reading Consultants (MRC) is a strategic consultancy that helps clients to imagine and 
define contemporary environments, both built and natural. MRC is the leading specialist in devising 
and managing design competitions internationally. MRC believes in the power of design to create 
new perceptions and act as an inspiration.

Recent work includes competitions for the Illuminated River Foundation (London); Kaunas M.K. 
Čiurlionis Concert Centre (Lithuania); the Cambridge to Oxford Connection (UK); the Royal College 
of Art (London); the V&A (London); the Mumbai City Museum (India); and new buildings for the UK’s 
New College, Oxford and Homerton College, Cambridge.

malcolmreading.com

FOR COMPETITION MEDIA ENQUIRIES
Malcolm Reading Consultants 
Catherine Reading
catherine.reading@malcolmreading.com
+44 (0) 207 831 2998 

IMAGES
Images can be downloaded here:
dropbox.com/sh/xza1abw0dy1js4w/
AADheJOgetlIJQxDWO4DKD63a?dl=

MINISTERIAL MEDIA CONTACT
Chris Lawrence
+61 4 3943 4863 

MAAS MEDIA CONTACTS
Alison Wares
alison.wares@maas.museum
Landline: +61 2 9217 0536  
Mobile: +61 4 6633 1483
Eli Wallis
eli.wallis@maas.museum
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