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ADJAYE ASSOCIATES WINS INDIA’S NEW  
KIRAN NADAR MUSEUM OF ART & KIRAN 
NADAR CULTURAL CENTER INTERNATIONAL 
DESIGN COMPETITION 

Acclaimed designer chosen for new cultural powerhouse that is anticipated to become 
the leading privately-funded institution for the arts in India
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Mrs Kiran Nadar and Sir David Adjaye OBE RA announced today [9 May 2019] at the 
Venice Biennale that Adjaye Associates has won the Kiran Nadar Museum of Art & 
Kiran Nadar Cultural Center International Design Competition.

The global search to find an outstanding team to design a contemporary art 
museum combined with a cultural center for dance, music and creative education 
was led by competition specialists Malcolm Reading Consultants.

This new destination, to be known as the Kiran Nadar Museum of Art & Cultural 
Center (KNMACC), has a joint vision focused on education, young people and the 
power of creativity. 

The new building, in New Delhi NCR, will enable KNMA, which has a world-class 
collection of Indian Modern and contemporary art, to build on its remarkable 
success to date. 

The competition launched in the second half of 2018 when a long-list of 47 leading 
studios from 15 countries was invited to participate in the contest’s first stage. At 
stage two, a shortlist of five practices was asked to create concept designs. They 
were (in alphabetical order): 

• Adjaye Associates (UK) 

• Ennead Architects (US) 

• Selldorf Architects (US)

• Snøhetta (Norway)

• Thomas Phifer and Partners (US)

Adjaye Associates was the unanimous choice of the international jury (see full details 
below). The team’s ‘veil of triangles’ design, a reference to the sacred geometries of 
trees and mountains, was praised for being both elegant and iconic; in the words of 
the jury, it was ‘a visually and emotionally engaging building that was alive, dancing 
and timeless’.

http://www.malcolmreading.com
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Kiran Nadar, Chair, Kiran Nadar Museum of Art and Cultural Center, said: 

“This Center will be a cultural powerhouse open to all, furthering our vision 
of making art accessible to everyone. It is rooted in the conviction that we 
need to make protected spaces for the life of the imagination. Just as 
literacy and education programs open minds, the arts and culture 
experience stimulates new ways of thinking.

“Sir David’s design incorporates a series of thresholds to art and 
performance. It creates a cinematic experience for visitors, who encounter 
artworks and artists as they move from the street through the atrium and up 
through the building to the lush rooftop garden.

“This new cultural powerhouse is envisaged as a first for India in combining 
an outstanding contemporary art museum with a cultural center for dance, 
music and creative education.”

Malcolm Reading, Competition Director and Jury Chair, said:  

“The complex brief challenged teams in asking for a charismatic as well as 
an efficient building.

“The winning proposal is distinctive and intriguing but also underpinned with 
organisational logic and clarity: the galleries are skilfully handled, and the 
programmatic functions are clearly sited and dispersed.”

Sir David Adjaye OBE RA, Principal, Adjaye Associates, said:

“This is our first cultural commission in India but for me personally, it is the 
culmination of a much longer journey. I first came to India many years ago 
and immediately felt a profound connection with the life and energy.

“As a practice we are elated and honoured to win this competition. The new 
building will celebrate and foster public interest in contemporary art, 
culture and creative partnerships, and enable KNMA to continue their 
admirable pursuit of engaging younger audiences and future generations 
with one of the finest and most diverse collections of Indian Modern and 
contemporary art.

“In a city that is in perpetual motion, we hope this new addition will offer a 
much-needed place for thinking, observing, reflecting and learning, 
granting a renewed sense of togetherness and belonging.”

http://www.malcolmreading.com
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Sir David Adjaye OBE RA is a Ghanaian-born British architect, whose most famous 
building is the award-winning Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of African 
American History and Culture in Washington, D.C. In 2018, Sir David chaired the 
Stirling Prize jury, Britain’s highest award for excellence in architecture.

Adjaye Associates’ most recent completed buildings include a new contemporary 
art museum, Ruby City, in San Antonio, Texas for the Linda Pace Foundation and the 
Ghana Freedom Pavilion for the 2019 Venice Biennale. 

Adjaye Associates will partner with local architect S. Ghosh & Associates and the 
team is supported by engineers WSP; theatre and acoustic design consultancy 
Charcoalblue; lighting designers Studio Fractal; and management support 
consultants Plan A. 

The full jury comprised: 

• Kiran Nadar, Chair, Kiran Nadar Museum of Art 

• Roshni Nadar Malhotra, Executive Director and CEO, HCL Enterprise

• Shikhar Malhotra, Vice Chairman, HCL Healthcare

• Malcolm Reading, Competition Director (Jury Chair)

• Glenn D Lowry, Director, MoMA, New York

• Chris Dercon, Art Historian, Curator, and former Director, Tate Modern

• Scott Newman, Partner, Cooper Robertson

Each of the five shortlisted practices received an honorarium of £25,000 plus 
expenses for travel to India.

ENDS

COMPETITION MEDIA ENQUIRIES
Catherine Reading (on GMT+1)
Malcolm Reading Consultants
catherine.reading@malcolmreading.com
+44 (0)20 7831 2998 

IMAGES
Images can be downloaded here:  
dropbox.com/sh/nx54cevicxizxm6/
AACZsXggWOvkkRWliNZCC5owa?dl=0

PROJECT ENQUIRIES
Pia Desai (on IST)
Comma Consulting PR
pia@comma.in
+91 98110 41449

Clemency Christopherson (on GMT+1)
Adjaye Associates
clemency@adjaye.com
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NOTES TO EDITORS

The Kiran Nadar Museum of Art

Established by art collector Kiran Nadar in 2010, the Kiran Nadar Museum of Art 
(KNMA) is the first privately-funded museum of art exhibiting modern and 
contemporary works from India. Located in the heart of New Delhi NCR, India’s 
capital city, KNMA hosts an ever-growing collection of artworks that both highlights 
a magnificent generation of 20th-century Indian painters from the post-
Independence decades and engages with the different art practices of younger 
contemporaries.

Sponsored by the Shiv Nadar Foundation, KNMA is focused on bridging the gap 
between art and the public and fostering a museum-going culture in India. KNMA 
aims to become a place for confluence, dialogue and collaboration through its 
curatorial initiative and exhibitions, school and college workshops, art appreciation 
discourses, symposiums and public programs.

www.knma.in/knma

Adjaye Associates

Adjaye Associates was established in June 2000 by founder and principal architect, 
Sir David Adjaye OBE RA. 

Receiving ever-increasing worldwide attention, the firm has offices in London, New 
York and Accra and has completed work in Europe, North America, the Middle East, 
Asia, and Africa.

The practice’s largest commission to date, the Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of African American History and Culture, opened in September 2016 on the 
National Mall in Washington, D.C. 

Further projects range in scale from private houses, exhibitions, and temporary 
pavilions to major arts centres, civic buildings, and masterplans. Renowned for an 
eclectic material and colour palette and a capacity to offer a rich civic experience, 
the buildings differ in form and style, yet are unified by their ability to generate new 
typologies and to reference a wide cultural discourse.

www.adjaye.com
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Malcolm Reading Consultants

Malcolm Reading Consultants (MRC) is an architectural consultancy that helps clients to 
imagine and define contemporary environments. MRC is the leading global specialist in 
devising and managing international design competitions.

Since 1996 we have developed an extensive global network of contacts, an outstanding 
portfolio of completed projects and an international reputation for fairness and 
transparency. 

Recent work includes competitions for: the Powerhouse Precinct at Parramatta, Sydney, 
Australia; MK:U, Milton Keynes, UK; St Catharine’s College, Cambridge; Exeter College, 
Oxford; the Illuminated River, UK; Science Island, Lithuania; the Art Mill, Qatar; the Royal 
College of Art, UK; and University College Dublin, Ireland.

We believe in the power of design to create new perceptions and act as an inspiration.

malcolmreading.com
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