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MALCOLM READING CONSULTANTS APPOINTED 
TO RUN HOUSTON ENDOWMENT INTERNATIONAL 
DESIGN COMPETITION

Fast-track two-stage open competition for US philanthropic foundation to launch 
in June 2019

Malcolm Reading Consultants (MRC) has been appointed to run a fast-track 
international design competition for a new headquarters for Houston Endowment,  
a US philanthropic organisation based in Houston, Texas, US.

The independent architectural competition organiser will launch the two-stage 
open competition in June 2019 to find a design architect for Houston Endowment’s 
new headquarters. The second stage will start in early August; the winner 
announcement is expected at the end of November.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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One of the largest private foundations in Texas, Houston Endowment funds  
work that benefits the people of greater Houston in areas such as education, 
civic engagement, the arts and the environment. The new headquarters project 
is part of a wider drive to create a more community-based identity and support 
the organisation’s collaborative approach to its work. 

The new 40,000 sq ft building will provide a permanent office space for 
Houston Endowment as well as incorporating flexible and innovative facilities 
that will serve the local community. The project, which has a construction 
budget of circa US$20 million, represents a significant investment by Houston 
Endowment in the local community and will enable the foundation to increase 
the impact of its civic engagement and programmes, in addition to maintaining 
its current funding levels. 

Interested architects and designers can now sign up to receive notification  
of the launch on the competition website’s holding page at  
competitions.malcolmreading.com/houstonendowment.

Ann Stern, President and CEO, Houston Endowment, said:

“We will be searching for an outstanding design architect and structuring the 
competition around engagement and creativity so we can explore with 
entrants what other functions the headquarters building might have and how 
it can relate to and serve the community here.

“We are looking for applicants from across the globe who are attuned to our 
philanthropic aims and who share our ambitions to enhance the vibrancy of 
Houston and promote equity of opportunity for its residents.”

Competition Director, Malcolm Reading, said:

“We are very excited about running this open two-stage international 
competition — this is an open-minded initiative which should appeal to an 
ambitious, progressive architect interested in societal change. 

“Houston Endowment has done much valuable work in Houston since its 
establishment 82 years ago, and the new headquarters will give it the launch 
pad to increase the foundation’s impact and ability to enact deeper change in 
the region.”

https://www.malcolmreading.co.uk
http://competitions.malcolmreading.com/houstonendowment
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MRC will work with Houston Endowment and its advisers to devise the 
competition materials, liaise with stakeholders and ensure absolute independence 
in the competition process.

A Selection Committee comprised of a mixture of representatives from Houston 
Endowment and external advisers will assess the design submissions at stage two 
and select a winner. 

Malcolm Reading Consultants’ recent work includes competitions for the 
Powerhouse Precinct at Parramatta (Sydney, Australia); MK:U (UK); the 
Cambridge to Oxford Connection (UK); University College Dublin (Ireland); 
Gallaudet University (Washington, D.C., US); the Royal College of Art (London, 
UK); Tintagel Castle Bridge (UK); New College, Oxford (UK); and St Catharine’s 
College, Cambridge (UK).

ENDS

COMPETITION MEDIA ENQUIRIES
Malcolm Reading Consultants (on GMT+1)
Catherine Reading
catherine.reading@malcolmreading.com
+44 (0) 207 831 2998 

HOUSTON ENDOWMENT ENQUIRIES
Houston Endowment (on CDT)
Catherine Butsch Villarreal
cvillarreal@houstonendowment.org
+1 713 238 8143

IMAGES
Images can be downloaded here:
dropbox.com/sh/grotv9k2v32jd5n/AABMuIJguIHF4G8bbU1TJAeoa?dl=0
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NOTES TO EDITORS

About Houston Endowment

Houston Endowment is a private philanthropic institution that works across the 
community for the benefit of the people of greater Houston.

The foundation provides approximately $70 million in funding each year in order to 
enhance civic assets, strengthen systems that support residents, promote post-
secondary success, and build a stronger region.

Established by Jesse H. and Mary Gibbs Jones in 1937, Houston Endowment has a 
rich legacy of addressing some of greater Houston’s most compelling needs. Today 
the foundation continues efforts to create a vibrant community where all have the 
opportunity to thrive.

houstonendowment.org

About Malcolm Reading Consultants

Malcolm Reading Consultants (MRC) is a strategic consultancy that helps clients to 
imagine and define contemporary environments, both built and natural. MRC is the 
leading specialist in devising and managing design competitions internationally. 
MRC believes in the power of design to create new perceptions and act as an 
inspiration.

Recent work includes competitions for the Cambridge to Oxford Connection (UK); 
University College Dublin (Ireland); Gallaudet University (Washington, D.C., US); 
Kaunas M.K. Čiurlionis Concert Centre (Lithuania); the Royal College of Art (London, 
UK); the V&A (London, UK); the Mumbai City Museum (India); and new buildings for 
the UK’s New College, Oxford and Homerton College, Cambridge.

malcolmreading.com
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