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10 NOVEMBER 2016

HERZOG & DE MEURON WINS  
ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART DESIGN COMPETITION

London, 10 November, 2016 – The Royal College of Art (RCA) announced today that Herzog &  
de Meuron has won the invited competition to appoint architects for its new state-of-the-art 
£108m Battersea South campus. 

The acclaimed practice, a laureate of both the Pritzker Architecture Prize and the Praemium 
Imperiale, was the clear choice of the competition jury, who assessed an exceptional shortlist of seven 
international architectural practices.  

The competition – for a strategic design approach to a new centre for the world’s pre-eminent art and 
design university’s Battersea campus – was distinctive for its strong engagement with the existing 
College buildings and wider surroundings in Battersea. 
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The six runner-up practices (in alphabetical order) were:

• Christian Kerez (Switzerland)
• Diller Scofidio + Renfro (US)
• Lacaton & Vassal (France)
• Robbrecht en Daem architecten (Belgium)
• Serie Architects (UK/Singapore)
• Studio Gang (US)

The RCA is transforming into a dynamic STEAM-focused graduate university (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Mathematics/Medicine), expanding its research and knowledge exchange 
centres into the domains of computer and materials science, the impact of the digital economy, 
advanced manufacturing and intelligent mobility.

Bringing together the worlds of science, art, design and technology, the RCA aims to make a 
transformational impact in areas such as: connected cities; robotics, the internet of things and 
intelligent mobility; and sustainability, mass migration and city design.

The Competition Jury declared that Herzog & de Meuron’s approach demonstrated a deep 
understanding of the potential for Battersea, making new connections and foreseeing the possibilities 
for sustainable place-making. Their concept provided a clear organisational structure and showed an 
acute sensibility in mapping the complex objectives in the brief. 

Dr Paul Thompson, Rector of the RCA and Chair of the Architectural Selection Panel (ASP), said: 

 We set out a competition to find the very best architect to crystallise our vision for a new heart 
to the Battersea campus; we were very impressed by Herzog & de Meuron’s mastery of our 
brief. We are looking forward to working with Herzog & de Meuron to develop a concept, in 
consultation with our partners and stakeholders.

Professor Naren Barfield, Pro Rector of the RCA and ASP member, said: 

 We wanted to find an architect that truly understood the nature of the RCA’s vision and  
design practices, and could conceptualise a building that is both innovative and flexible,  
able to adapt to the emerging disciplines and collaborations that will define the future.  
Herzog & de Meuron’s approach concept embraces all of these factors and gives us a new 
configuration of space typologies to explore the expanding frontiers in learning and research 
in art and design, and especially where these meet technology, engineering and science to 
transform STEM to STEAM.  
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Dr Adrian Lahoud, Dean of Architecture and ASP member, added: 

 We would like to thank all the shortlisted teams for the intelligence of their provocations and 
the richness of their ideas. It was an ambitious brief that invited participants into our own 
thought process at a very early stage. It demanded foresight, sensitivity, and rigour, which 
every entry lived up to in its own way, providing a fascinating sample of thinking on the future 
of art and design education. The selection process was always going to be difficult. We are all 
looking forward to working closely with the team at Herzog & de Meuron on the next phase.  

Marcus Cole, RCA Architecture, RIBA Part 2 student and ASP member, said:

 It was a privilege to observe and contribute to the competition’s adjudication. As a student, it 
is rare to have the opportunity to engage with different approaches at such a high level. As the 
RCA works with Herzog & de Meuron to shape the design, I am delighted to be bringing the 
student’s voice to the process.

Malcolm Reading, Competition Director, said:

 The exceptional shortlist was a measure of the RCA’s influence and standing in the design 
community worldwide. We had an outstanding field and the winning concept illustrates a depth 
of understanding about spaces that can stimulate an interaction between disciplines as well as 
anchoring the new campus into Battersea. It was a pleasure to work with the RCA to organise 
this global search.

Pierre de Meuron, Herzog & de Meuron, said:

 We are delighted to win the competition. The RCA set a challenging brief to look forward and 
visualise the spaces they will need to deliver innovation and expertise. The Battersea site offers 
an opportunity to rethink the RCA campus and establish the patterns of connectivity and 
organisation that will make a successful building.

Ascan Mergenthaler, Senior Partner, Herzog & de Meuron, said:

 We took our inspiration from the RCA ethos of experiment and making to explore the 
possibilities of spatial organisation, and to test the physical expression of bringing together the 
worlds of science, art, design and technology under one roof.
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Working closely with the RCA, competition organisers Malcolm Reading Consultants developed 
a competitive selection model that combined an invited process for creative leadership alongside 
the selection of other professional services from the Multidisciplinary Panel, a widely-used technical 
framework operated by the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA). The seven finalist teams were 
selected from a total of ninety-seven Expressions of Interest received from practices around the world.

The Royal College of Art will now work with Herzog & de Meuron and Mott MacDonald & Equals 
Consulting, who are leading the multidisciplinary professional team, to develop the initial concept design.

ENDS

IMAGES:
•  Images may not be cropped, overprinted or altered in any way. All images must be accompanied 

by the supplied credit line: © 2016, Herzog & de Meuron
• The images supplied are for online use only

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/p78nn472fx65qik/AAA3EDjnU7JwwDv8I0NQIMZLa?dl=0
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Bethany Bull, RCA Press Officer 
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COMPETITION MEDIA ENQUIRIES:
Catherine Reading 
T: +44 (0) 20 7831 2998 E: catherine.reading@malcolmreading.co.uk

NOTES TO EDITORS:
Architectural Selection Panel
 Dr Paul Thompson (Chair)
 Professor Naren Barfield
 Richard Benson
 Dr Adrian Lahoud
 Professor Judith Mottram
 Baroness Gail Rebuck
 Alan Leibowitz (lay member of Council)
 Professor Ricky Burdett (lay member of Council)
 Professor Rachel Cooper OBE (lay member of Council)
 Paola Antonelli
 Marcus Cole (Architecture student)
 Malcolm Reading (adviser and facilitator)
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Herzog & de Meuron (Switzerland/UK)

Herzog & de Meuron was established in Basel by Jacques Herzog and Pierre de Meuron in 1978. Both 
founding partners have been visiting professors of the Harvard Graduate School of Design since 1994 
and professors at ETH Zürich since 1999. Since the opening of Tate Modern in 2000, London has 
stood at the practice’s centre of interest. To work for the Royal College of Art as an institution means 
to combine what have been three focal points in the practice’s architectural work and back catalogue, 
namely education, culture and research. The recently-opened Blavatnik School of Government in 
Oxford stands for the first, the extension of Tate Modern (opened in June 2016) for the second, and 
the AstraZeneca’s Global Research & Development Centre and Corporate Headquarters for research. 
http://www.herzogdemeuron.com

The Royal College of Art 

The Royal College of Art is the world’s leading university of art and design, ranking #1 in the QS 
World University subject rankings. It specialises in teaching and research, offering the degrees of 
MA, MRes, MPhil and PhD across the disciplines of fine art, applied art, design, communications and 
humanities. The College has over 1,700 masters and doctoral students supported by more than 200 
professionals interacting with them – scholars and leading art and design practitioners – along with 
over 800 specialists, academic advisors and distinguished visitors. 
http://www.rca.ac.uk/

Malcolm Reading Consultants (MRC) 

Malcolm Reading Consultants is a strategic consultancy specialising in the selection of contemporary 
designers. MRC believes in the power of design to create new perceptions and act as an inspiration – 
either at the local level, or internationally.

MRC is the leading specialist in design competitions in Europe. Recent work includes competitions 
for the Museum of London, the gold medal-winning UK Pavilion at Milan Expo 2015, the Solomon R. 
Guggenheim Foundation, the Illuminated River Foundation, Tintagel Castle Bridge, Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park’s Culture & Education Quarter, the Mumbai City Museum, the Latvian Museum of 
Modern Art, the UK Holocaust Memorial, and New College, Oxford.
https://malcolmreading.co.uk/
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Mott MacDonald 

Mott MacDonald is a US$2bn engineering, management and development consultancy. We’re 
involved in: solving some of the world’s most urgent social, environmental and economic challenges; 
helping governments and businesses plan, deliver and sustain their strategic goals; responding to 
humanitarian and natural emergencies; improving people’s lives. Our expertise by sector includes 
buildings, communications, defence, education, environment, health, industry, mining, oil and 
gas, power, transport, urban development, water, wastewater and more. Our skills encompass 
planning, studies and design, project finance, technical advisory services, project and programme 
management, management consultancy and beyond.

For every project, we create the blend of talent needed to create the right result – appropriate; cost, 
carbon and resource-efficient; safe, easy and swift to deliver and operate; reliable and resilient; 
delivering great outcomes.
http://www.mottmac.com

Equals 

Equals is an independent consultancy formed by highly experienced construction industry 
professionals. Our team has a broad skills base; expertise derived from working at senior levels 
within major consultancy firms and client organisations and notable track records gained through 
working on projects ranging from small architectural gems to major buildings of national importance. 
Our services include project management and cost management as well as a range of consultancy 
services related to property, and particularly its management within end-user organisations. 
http://www.equalsconsulting.com


