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Tintagel Castle: Bridge Design Competition 
launched

English Heritage seeks inspired and dedicated design team for 
structurally-daring clifftop footbridge in Cornwall. 

English Heritage (EH) and Malcolm Reading Consultants (MRC) today [18 June 2015] launched the 
Tintagel Castle: Bridge Design Competition. 

The international, two-stage design competition seeks an inspired and dedicated team, 
comprising both architectural and engineering expertise, for the circa £4m bridge project. 
 
One of the most spectacular historic sites within English Heritage’s care and inextricably linked to 
the legend of King Arthur, Tintagel Castle in north Cornwall has been prized throughout history 
for its elemental beauty and spirit of place. The ruins of the 13th-century castle are an outstanding 
example of a man-made monument interacting with a natural feature – the narrow land-bridge, 
much eroded over the centuries, linking the headland (or Island) with the mainland. 

The new footbridge will be 28 metres higher than the current crossing and 72 metres in span. It 
will open up exhilarating views of Tintagel, the surrounding coastline and Atlantic seascape as it 
traces the path, now lost through collapse and erosion, of the original land-link. It is expected to 
transform the visitor experience, improving both visitors’ understanding of the site and access. 
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“

English Heritage envisages an elegant, even structurally daring, concept which is 
beautiful in its own right and sensitively-balanced with the landscape and exceptional 
surroundings – Tintagel Castle is a Scheduled Ancient Monument lying within an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Kate Mavor, chief executive of English Heritage, said: 

Tintagel Castle is one of the most spectacular historic sites in Britain. In our new role as 
a charity, we are looking for new, imaginative ways to interpret the sites in our care and 
inspire our visitors – this competition and this bridge forms part of that approach. We are 
looking for a design team that will connect deeply with Tintagel Castle, both its landscape 
and its history, to deliver something special.

Graham Morrison, jury chair and founding partner of Allies and Morrison, commented: 

This fascinating project is all about creating a design which complements the landscape 
and its important archaeology. This is a challenging environment with access constraints, 
and a credible construction methodology will be vital to any proposed design’s success at 
the second stage of the competition.

Malcolm Reading, architect and competition organiser, said: 

This is a rare opportunity to design for a highly-sensitive and protected location and 
make a lasting cultural contribution which enhances the pleasure of arrival, the pleasure in 
connecting with Tintagel Castle’s unique spirit of place.

The new bridge will not only transform physical access but also rationalise routes around 
the site.  It will allow visitors to experience the historic approach and entrance to the 
castle’s inner bailey, and enable stories of the Dark-Age and medieval development of the 
site to be vividly brought to life.

One of English Heritage’s most popular sites, Tintagel Castle attracts circa 200,000 
visitors a year, up to three thousand per day in the peak summer season.  Nearly a third 
of current visitors come from overseas and Tintagel’s profile is growing both nationally 
and internationally.

”
“

”

”
“
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To read the detailed brief and enter the competition, competitors will need to visit: 
https://competitions.malcolmreading.co.uk/tintagel

The competition is being run in accordance with European Union procurement guidelines under 
the Restricted Procedure.  Multi-disciplinary teams with expertise in contemporary design and 
engineering are invited to enter providing they can satisfy the criteria in the Expression of Interest 
document available through the competition website. No design is sought at the first stage of the 
competition.

The competition jury includes: Graham Morrison (chair), founding Partner, Allies and Morrison; 
the Reverend Peter Beacham OBE, former English Heritage Protection Director and author; Ben 
Bolgar, Senior Design Director, The Prince’s Foundation; Sir Barrington Cunliffe CBE, Emeritus 
Professor of European Archaeology, University of Oxford; Anna Eavis, Curatorial Director, English 
Heritage; Philip Marsden, award-winning author of Rising Ground (2014) and The Levelling Sea 
(2011); Roger Ridsdill Smith, Senior Partner and Structural Engineer, Foster+Partners; Tracey 
Wahdan, Historic Properties Director, English Heritage and Kim Wilkie, Landscape Architect.  
Malcolm Reading will advise the jury.

The deadline for expressions of interest is Tuesday 21 July 2015, the shortlist for the second stage 
will be announced in August and, following a public exhibition of the shortlisted entries, the 
winning team is expected to be announced in early 2016.

English Heritage is also launching several new interpretation initiatives for the castle and Island 
from summer 2015 where the history, archaeology and mythology of Tintagel are re-explored 
both within the visitor centre and across the wider landscape of the site so that visitors can 
absorb Tintagel’s fascinating history and cultural legacy.
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Notes to Editors

•   Tintagel Castle: Bridge Design Competition

The competition has been advertised in the Official Journal of the European Union.  
For full details of the process and biographies of the jury please visit the microsite: 
https://competitions.malcolmreading.co.uk/tintagel

• Tintagel Castle

Dramatically situated on a windswept Cornish headland, Tintagel Castle is one of the 
most spectacular historic sites in Britain. It is also one of the most legendary, linked with 
the tales of King Arthur since the Middle Ages. The remains of the 13th-century castle, 
built in the 1230s and 1240s by Richard, earl of Cornwall, brother of Henry III, stand 
among the remains of a much earlier and more extensive settlement dating from the fifth 
to seventh centuries. 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/tintagel-castle/ 

COMPETITION MEDIA ENQUIRIES 
Catherine Reading 
E: catherine.reading@malcolmreading.co.uk 
T: +44 (0)20 7831 2998

COMPETITION ENQUIRIES 
Jayne Broomhall 
E: tintagel@malcolmreading.co.uk
T: +44 (0)20 7831 2998
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Sarah Mattok 
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• English Heritage

English Heritage cares for over 400 historic monuments, buildings and sites – from world 
famous prehistoric sites to grand medieval castles, from Roman forts on the edges of 
empire to Cold War bunkers. Through these, it brings the story of England to life for over 
10 million visitors each year. 

With English Heritage’s new freedom as a charity, its ability to engage with millions of 
people is now greatly strengthened. A major programme of investment in its properties 
is under way and a priority is to deliver inspirational projects of the highest quality that 
capture the public’s imagination.

English Heritage is a charity (no. 1140351) and a company (no. 07447221), registered in 
England.

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk 

• Malcolm Reading Consultants

Malcolm Reading Consultants (MRC) is a strategic architectural consultancy which 
specialises in the selection of contemporary designers. MRC believes in the power of 
design to create new perceptions and act as an inspiration – either at the local level, or 
internationally. 

The consultancy offers a service to find the very best designers for clients with new 
building projects, whether through open-international, or private-invited competitions. 
Recent work in this area includes competitions for the Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Foundation, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park’s Culture & Education Quarter, the Mumbai 
City Museum, the Natural History Museum, the UK Pavilion at Milan Expo 2015, New 
College, Oxford, the Cadogan Estate, Marlborough College, Aberdeen City Garden 
project, the Victoria & Albert Museum’s Exhibition Road project, the UK Pavilion for the 
Shanghai Expo and the Glasgow School of Art.

https://malcolmreading.co.uk 


